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October 24, 2000

TheWoman's Centrefor Grey and Bruce
P.O. Box 905
Owen Sound, Ontario N4K-6H6

Attn: Presdent and Board of Directors

Dear Board of Directors

RE: Abuse of your facilities at the expense of Ontario taxpayers

A couple of months ago, | was sarved court papers, which contained a letter from your shelter
addressed to Mr. Chaddah, a locd lawyer, indicating what a great mother my wife is. It would appear
to me tha Ietters are being automaticaly generated by your sheter, using taxpayer's ddllars, to
provide persond references for women about whose past higtory very little is known.

Unfortunately, by writing a support letter for this woman without first checking out her past as wel as
the other facts rdevant in the family’'s matter first, not only has your shdter damaged its credibility in
the Owen Sound community but you have helped to further erode the dready damaged credibility of
dl the women's shdters throughout this provincee By writing this letter, the Woman's Centre for
Grey and Bruce has hdped to teach another young mother who was not abused in her marriage, how
easy itisto lie, deceive and abuse the system et taxpayer’ s expense and get away withiit.

When my wife came into your shelter she had not been abused. The police had never been to our
home to invedigate any sort of abuse. My wife in her own words, sad that | was a good father to our
child. ~We were maried for less than one year before she got tired of being maried and wanted an
easy way out. Unfortunately, the free food, shelter and other services pad for by taxpayers, were
more dtractive than having to work out a senshle separation agreement on our own.  Encouraging her
to go into the shdter were other sngle wefare mothers who had dready learned how essy it is to
abuse the shdter sygsem and rip off texpayers  These other single mothers, were very esger to guide
another young mother into the sysem to give them more company 0 that they dl ause the sysem
together.

| an dso sure that these experienced mothers dso told her that Saying in a woman's sheter, which
would give the appearance of her being abused, would give her grester sympathy with the court. Even
the wording of your letter inferred that you provide services for women who ae trying to escgpe
abuse. My wifewas not abused yet somehow she obtained free services without any questions asked.
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When my wife came to your sheter, she was not abused and she knew it. My wife was never a risk
in my presence and she knew it. | was a good father to our daughter and my wife knew it. Yet she
choe to wak out of our mariage and your shdter helped to make deserting her husband and bresking
up her family red essy. Going to a sheter was the easy way out and get a the same time “freg’
benefits paid for by taxpayer’s.

Supposedly, you clam that your sheter provids sarvices for women who ae fleeing abuse Y,
bdow ae jus some of the things tha went on while my wife was in your facility supposedly under
the pretext of “fleeing abuser”

1) On August 2, my wife forgot to give me our daughter's medicine at the exchange time. She
got her mother to driver her to my home while | was making dinner. While her mother waited
outside in the van, my wife came in the house to give me our daughter’s medicine. While in
the house and out of view of her mother, she kissed me passionately and hugged me before
leaving. She told me that she would call back and but told me not to let anyone find out about
her visit to my home, especially her lawyer and the woman'’s shelter.

2) Again, on August 3 my wife called me at my home at about 10:30 at night and engaged in a
conversation. During our conversation she asked me to meet her at the Becker’s Store up on
10" Street. She told me that in order to get out of the shelter, she was gong to lie to the
supervisors at the shelter and tell them that she was going out in order to return a rental
movie to the store. | met her at the Beckers store at about 11:00 pm and together we drove
over to Real Hollywood Video. In the parking lot things became passionate and she hugged
and kissed me in the car. She said that she had to get back to the shelter before she got in
trouble but that she would call me again soon.

3) On August 9 at about 1:00 in the afternoon she called me again. During our conversation
she talked about arranging a private meeting. She asked me if | could make lunch for her
and she would come over to my house. She then walked to my home from the woman’s
shelter, which is only a short distance away. Within a few minutes she had me upstairs in
bed having sex with her while our daughter was in bed having her afternoon nap. After our
session of sex, my wife had to rush out and said she had to be back at the shelter for supper
at 5:00. Again, she told me to make sure that her lawyer and nobody else knew that she had
come over.

4) Several days after my wife had left the shelter, on Saturday August 26, 2000 at about 6:30
pm. she called me at my home. She had injured her foot and needed help to get to the
doctor. She asked that | transport her down to the hospital to have the doctor tend her foot.
While waiting in the waiting area with my wife and daughter, another woman from your
shelter came My wife immediately tried to hide her face so that the shelter person would not
recognize her with myself. For someone supposedly fleeing abuse, my wife obviously felt
more confident calling me than calling your shelter.

In redity, the greates fear that my wife had was the fear of those a the shdter, certainly not me
Wha she worried about the most was the truth getting out to her lawyer and those a the shdter. |
believe that the women in your facility branwashed her to the point where she became embarrassed
and ashamed to be seen in public with her husband who had never abused her, and child, in case any
of thewomen in your shelter seen her.



® Page 3

Her intent was of course to get as many of the free sarvices as possble before moving out on her own
and to get the sympathy of he court. She wanted to see just how much she could get from taxpayers
while fdsdy claming to be a victim of abuse She told me about being taught by the ladies in the
shdter about men's groups and how dangerous they were. It seems drange that one of the firg things
that women are taught in your shdter is about hating men. Why don't you teach these mothers how to
parent their children cooperatively with their former spouses? | would think that teaching women
about how to focus on the future of ther children instead of teaching them that men are evil may be
more productive to our community.

Knowing what | know now and then reading the letter from the shdter, | can only say tha it is as great
shame tha your shdter is pat of the problem of family breskup and domedic violence rather than a
solution.  Your shdter did its best to make this mother sound wonderful, yet without any congderation
about what harm was being done to the rest of the family, especidly the child. It seems to me that the
god of your sheter is just one thing — give the woman the support to destroy their spouses without
any condderation for the truth or about the children.

Did anyone from vyour shdter ever think about this child's reationship with the other parent?
Probably not!  Did anyone from your shelter ever question if what they were being told by this mother
was true — probably not! Did anyone in the shelter see about initiating contact with the other party to
seewhat thered circumstances were and what could be done to resolve the problems— of courts not!

Although 1 will admit that some women genuingy require the use of the shdters too many ae eesly
getting away with abusng the sysem and the taxpayers. This abuse only further discredits the sheter
sysdem, which in the end will erode the public's support and in the end make getting help for truly
needy women even more difficult to obtain.

For the ske of the taxpayers of the Province of Ontario, | would suggest that your shdter establish
some dear guiddines and procedures, which will equdly apply to dl women who make application
for entrance. These guiddines should be clearly published and be open to scruting by the taxpaying
citizens of the community. At the veay leas, some sort of invedtigation should be conducted within
the firds 24 to 48 hours to confirm a woman's clams. This should a the very least be done by
someone not associated with the biased and one-sided workers é the shelter.

Your shdter has been a dissavice to my family and to my community. It has served only to crege
needless conflict within our family a the expense of taxpayers. Your shdter has been used to deprive
a litle girl from having a meaningful reationship with a loving, caing father and to help guide
another mother into the cycde of wedfae dependency and single motherhood. Your shdter haes
contributed to the breskup of a family and caused greet ham to my child and extended family
members. Both my wife and | have been forced into bankruptcy as aresult of the needlesslitigation.



® Page 4

For your information | have included an aticle cdled “Battered Sheters’ from Donna Laframboise of
the Nationd Pog, which would indicate that many other families in this province are being smilaly
affected by woman's shdters such as yours. | have found many other smilar aticles written about
shelters and al seem to reflect the same sad State of affairs e the shelters.

Your written response would be most appreciated. As pat of your response | would dso like to know
secificaly what deps your shdter plans to do to in the future to ensure that the taxpayers are not
getting ripped off by other women coming to your sheter who ae not redly being abused but who
have only heard just how eesy it isto rip the system off.

Yourstruly,

Danid Krieger

CcC: Mike Harris, Premier of Ontario
Senator Ann Cools, Senate of Canada
All Membersof Provinda Paliament of Ontario
Various members of Federa Parliament of Canada
Jm Haherty, Attorney Generd of Ontario
Anne McLdlan, Justice Minister of Canada
Owen Sound City Council
Donna Laframboise, Nationd Post
Various news media



